
PHOTOGRAPHYTOUR
EWENBELL
&IANROLFE

Join us for twoweeks ofwinterwonderland
in ArcticNorway, immersed inwinter snow
and thedancing light of auroras. Charming
fishing cottages anddramatic coastal scenery
will be your reward for this adventure.

A unique and charming exploration across
the rugged landscapes of Tromsø, Senja&
Lyngen,with thehelp of local experts and two
professional photographers.

February22-March7,2023
February12-25,2024
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Day 1-3 | Kvaløya (Tromsø)
Our home for these threedays are some lovely
cabins to thewest of Tromsø, right on the
water. It’s a remarkably peaceful part of the
coast and ideal for chasing auroras shouldwe
get clear conditions at night. Tromsø is a great
airport to fly intowith lots of connections to
Oslo and some international cities aswell.

We’ve pickedout someexceptional locations to
photographaround the islands of Kvaløya
andRingvassøya, pluswe’ll traverse into the
city of Tromsøandexplore someof the fjords to
the east of the hills.Wewant to ensure that
everyoneon theworkshophas a chance to
practise their night photography andadjust to
shooting in the cold.Wewalk through thebasic
techniques for auroras, star trails anddiscuss
howmoonlight and twilightwill affect your
creative options.

Days 4-7 | Senja
Wehave a 4hour drive to reachour next location,
the remote coastline of Senja. Along thewaywe
pass sweepinghills andquiet coastal communities,
before hitting thosedramatic plunging fjords that
we love somuch. Theweather here canbe equally
dramatic, with suddenbursts of snowor breaking
sunlight giving us different charms tophotograph.
Wehave alsopickedout some locations for Aurora
photographyon thenearby coastline. Senja is
lesser known than Lofoten anda lot less crowded,
but still has thedramatic peaks that plungedown
into the fjords. It’s very special.

Days 8-9 | Grov
This little fishing village is out of thewaybutworth
thediversion. Not only is there somemagnificent
scenery to be enjoyed from thewater, but also
somepristine frozen lakes thatwe can explorewith
thehelp of local experts. The local cooking is
excellent here too :) This stop lets us enjoy some
mountain auroras aswell as on the coastline.

Day 10-13 | Lyngen
Of all the placeswehave travelled in theArctic for
aurora photography, Lyngen is our favourite. It’s a
very quiet part of Norway andhas not beenover-
runbyphotographers yet. It is peaceful and rich in
steepmountains andopen skies.Wehave some
local friends in the regionwhowill help usmake
themost of the scenery, and get us deep into the
terrain by snowmobile.We stay in the samecabins
for thedurationof our Lyngen visit formaximum
comfort, andmaximumopportunity to shoot
auroras.

Days 14 | Departure
We leave the cabins at 9:00am tohead to town
and catchour flight fromTromsø.Wehave a ferry
and some icy roads to cover on thewaybut
nothingwehaven’t donebefore.NO
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1
SlowTravel

Wetake the time to fully enjoy
every locationandwait for the

right light.

4
Education

Twoweeksof dedicatedassistance
fromtwoprofessionals.

3
PrivateChef
Theultimate luxury for aurora

chasers. Enjoy the verybest of local
cuisine, fromreindeer to fresh cod.

6
Personal
Very intimate tourwith

just 8people and twoguides.

2
SingleRooms
Becauseweuse remote cabins
insteadof hotel rooms,weoffer
single rooms for all guests.

5
Auroras

Landscapesbyday, aurorasby
night. Dedicated itinerary in the
world’s best location for auroras.
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PRIVATE
CHEF

Allmeals are included in this
trip and they’re fabulous!
Meet Shellie Froidevaux.

Themost valuedmember of the leadership team for this tour is
Shellie Froidevaux, awonderful photographer and recipe
developer,whowill be our private chef for the journey. Noother
tour canmatchour ability to stay in remote locations, because
noother tour has Shellie. She’s friendswith a few local cafes
too, sowealso get to enjoy some strategic stops for freshly
made cinnamonbunswith the locals.

We’ve heardhorror stories fromour travellers about other Arctic
workshops that donot include anymeals, and leave you to
either self cater froma local supermarket or pay extra formeals
at a very expensive restaurant. If you’re spending time sorting
basicmeals itmeans you’re not spending timeenjoying your
photography.

With thehelp of Shellie Froidevauxwenot onlymake sure you
get greatmeals along theway, but expect a few special treats
for those cold nights standingout in the coldwaiting for an
aurora. Shellie loves to go the extramile.

ironchefshellie.com

https://ironchefshellie.com
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NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Over adecadeof experience shooting the
AuroraBorealis is behind this tour design.

This is the very best opportunity to see
and capture this phenomenon.

Every detail of the tour is designed to take full advantageof
clear skies at night,with immediate transport available to head
out to special locations if conditions lookpromising.
Accommodation along this journey has been selected to give us
thebest chance to act quickly andgoout shootingwhen the
aurora is on.

There are noguaranteeswith Aurora activity however. You
needhigh solar activity aswell as clear skies to get a good show,
although even a lowgrade intensity Aurora over the city of
Tromsø is something spectacular to see andphotograph. That’s
whywe stay close to this part of the coast, where the aurora
circlemeets beautiful scenery.

Wewill also havededicated sessions toplan for theNorthern
Lights andexplain how tophotograph them.
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MOONLIT
NIGHTS

Weschedule our tours so thatwe enjoy a variety of night time
conditions, frompuredarkness to fullmoonlight. Eachhas it’s
ownbenefits, but if the objective is to capture beautiful
compositions then amoonlit night allows for both aurora
activity aswell as the amazingNorwegian fjords.

The keymoonlit auroras are topick the right place. Locations
too far away from the aurora circle getweaker events, but close
toTromsø is theperfect combinationof longitude and latitude
to give youbrilliant events high in the sky evenwhen the solar
activity is otherwisemodest.

The colours of amoonlit aurora are different also.With theblue
sky coming through thebrilliant green really shines,without the
needofmassivemanipulation in Photoshop that leads to a very
fake looking scene.With themoonlight on your side, you get the
real colours, better tonal range andmore creative options.
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MEET
EWENBELL

PhotographyGuide

Myname is EwenBell and I’m the guywhodesigns these tours so
you canget great photos andexperience amarvellous adventure.

Mywork is published all over theworld in travel brochures, the
travelmedia andphotographymagazines includingNational
Geographic in theUSAandFood&Travel in theUK.Mydepthof
experiencewith leading tours is impressive,with over 50 tours and
workshops completed in recent decades across Asia, The
Himalayas, Australia, Antarctica andScandinavia.

“A hiddengem in theworld of photography, ArcticNorway is
beautiful in all kinds of light. Bright sunshine inwintermakes it
brightwith colours, heavy overcast skiesmake itmoody and
powerful. Northern lights above at nightmake the skies dancewith
electric hues.”

It’s kindofweird talking aboutmyself and “selling”myself to you
here! But really, I do knowa thingor twoabout photography and
how to teachphotography. Perhapsmost importantly, I care about
making sure YOUgohomewith great photos.

ewenbell.com

https://ewenbell.com
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MEET
IANROLFE

PhotographyGuide

Ianhas beena regular companion formyphoto tours inmany
parts of theworld, butwe share a special connectionwith the
Acrctic landscape. Ian alwaysmanages tobrings a generous
schedule of clear skies plus awonderful enthusiasm for thewinter
light this far north. Ian is a great teacher aswell, coming at
photography fromadifferent angle tomyself andwith a talent for
gettingt he very best out of a RAWfile.

Ian’swork has beenpublished in countless books, photography
magazines and travel brochures andhis panoramic photo’s are
currently used in a European Image Library. Ian also conducts a
handful of his ownworkshops each year andgives lectures at
camera clubs to helpmembers advance their photographic
knowledge and skills.

He’s a great companion for ourNorway adventures. You’ll seewhy
after twoweeks on tour :)

www.ianrolfelightscapes.com
www.ianrolfephotography.net
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This tour is basedon cabin accommodation. They
tend tobe very cosy, verywarmand very practical
for these journeys. Sometimes they are stand
alone cabins stretching across abeach,
sometimes they are the topfloor of aBryggen
with stunning views across the harbour at night.

Always they are hand chosenbyEwenandShellie
as great places to stepoutside andphotograph.
We visit the Arctic every year and visit the latest
places to stay, oftenwith tips fromour local
friends. Cabinsmeaneveryone is offered a single
room for this trip, althoughpleasedonot expect
to have aprivate ensuite.

Sometimesour cabins are very very remote. That
iswhywehaveShellie for thedurationof the tour,
to keeps uswell fed and runaflexible kitchen that
allowus absolute freedom to chase the sunlight
and thenorthern lights.

CABIN
LIFE
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A full guideofwarmgear to pack is supplied
before the tour, but here’s a sneakpeakofwhat
will get you through the journey:

A big puffy down jacket: You canquickly go from
toasty temperatures inside the cottage tomega
minusdegrees outside. Thehood is great inwindy
conditions, andfluffy edges help keep your face
warmer too.

Windstopper gloves: Essential for operating your
cameraon sub-zerodays.

Big boots: Leave room in theboots for extra air
and you’ll always havewarm feet. Buy abigger
size and then stomp through kneedeep snow
without aworry.

Dry pants:Weoften romp through fresh snow to
reach a shot, so a thin layer of dry pants simply
keeps the snowandwindoff your legs.

Thermals: A layer of thermalswill keep awarm
core close to your skin on the coldest of nights.

“There is nobadweather, only bad clothing.”

DRESSFOR
THECOLD

This is not an expedition to theNorth
Pole – youwill not freeze todeath
when visiting Arctic Scandinavia.

There’s always awarmcabin andahot
cupof chocolate just around the

corner,wemake sure of it.
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Anyonewho loves photography can join this tour.

Skills and experience is not a prerequisite.
Enthusiasm is essential. There is ample oneon
one time so that your questions canbe answered,
your photos canbe reviewedand your expression
canbe encouraged.With such a small group size
we can ensure everybody gets the
encouragement andguidance theydesire.

If you’re a confident photographer or alreadywork
at a professional level, then this journeywill
simply assistwith getting great shots.We
encourage everyoneon tour to share ideas, to
discuss their experiences and learn fromeach
other aswell.

Partners are alsowelcomeon thesephoto tours,
but theymayneed to exercise a little patience
with thedesires of photographers tomake the
most of specialmoments. Thesephotography
adventures put thephotographers first :)

LEARN
ANDEXPLORE
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ART &
CREATIVITY

The camera is like apaintbrush, and in the
handsof different people itwill produce very
different images.

I specialise in teachingpeople about the creative
potential of photography, to gobeyond the
technical issues of a camera and start taking
creative control. Expression is at the heart of
great photography, sharing your perspective,
your view, your experience.

I’malso the author of thebook “ReIMAGINE -
changing your photographyby changing your
perspective”

A fewbasic principles underpin the art of travel
photography. GoSlow.Get Closer. Look for the
Light. Findout for yourself howmuch inspiration
canflow from three very simple ideas.
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For thosewhowant to learn new techniques in landscape
photography, or just advance their existing skills, here’s a
sample ofwhatwehope to sharewith the groupduring our
Norway journey.

- How toproperly setup your tripod for stable shooting
- Controlling your subjectswith yourwide angle lens
-Why awide angle lens is sopowerful for compositions
- Getting closer to a subject to build stronger compositions
- Taking your time insteadof “shoot and run”
- Depthof field as a tool for composition
- Still life to reveal texture in the landscape
- ProcessingRAWfiles tomaximise creative potential
- Advanced techniques for refining your RAWprocessing
- Aurora photographywith slow shutters andawide angle
- Slow shutter technique for silky oceans and clouds
-High key compositions for snowfilled landscapes
- Shooting into the sunwhile controlling shadowdetail

WHATYOU
WILLLEARN
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What you see in this brochure is exactly
what you get. All images herewere takenby
EwenBell & IanRolfe during recent visits to
the exact same locations that are included
in the itinerary.

Every photo in this brochure is a photo that
you canachieve, andwewill doour best to
help you experience the samephotographic
joy.We can’t control theweather, butwe
canhelp youmake the very best ofNorway.

WHAT
YOUSEE
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Everybody is on their own journey andwe love
helpingpeople explore newhorizons in
photography.We take time to assist everyoneona
tourwith their specific needs, to talk aboutwhat
theywant to learn. Sometimes thatmeans how to
take advantageof differentmodeson the camera,
sometimes it’s a discussion about how to advance
your career in photography.

No twopeople are the same. That’swhywekeep
these trips limited to just 8 people, sowe can
enjoy their company and spend timehelping
everybody alongwith their particular journey.

Youdon’t need tobe an expert to comeon this
tour.Wewill help youwith suggestions onwhat to
bring tomake themost of the opportunities.
We’re here to help.

INVITATIONTO
BEGINNERS
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Youdon’t needa full-frameDSLR to enjoy this journey,
but youdoneeda good lens.We’ve rundozens of trips
like this onebefore andhave a goodunderstandingof
which lenswill give your camera thebest results.

Themost important lens for this tripwill be anultra-
wideangle that is suitable for night photography.We
needa seriouslywide angle to capture theNorthern
Lights because thebiggest andbest events take upall of
the night sky. The sameultra-wideperspective is also
ideal for capturing themajestic nature of the landscape.

In full-frame terms, an 18mm lens is good, but 14mm is
waybetter. We’ll be happy to chatwith you in advance
of the tour aboutwhich lens is right for your camera and
this adventure.

WHATLENS
TOPACK
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If you are planning tobring adroneona tourwedo
ask that youminimise the impostionon the rest of
the group, both in termsof quiet enjoyment of a
location and in termsof delaying the schedule.

As a general rule,whenwe stopat a location for
photographywe takeplenty of time for that stop,
andavoid rushingonwards. Thismeans time to
setup andpackdown is often very feasible, but also
means youmayhave to tradeoff timewith your
tripod vs timewith thedrone.

Wedoask that you familiarise yourself with local
regulations and inparticular be aware of nofly
zones. Sometimes air space in TheArctic is
temporarily restricteddue tomilitary activity, and
some locationswe visitmaybe inside anational
parkwhere stricter rules apply.

Often, however,we’re staying in a cabinwith simply
stunning views in every direction and it’s easy topop
up thedrone in themorning to capture a scene you
will treasure for the rest of your life!

DRONES ON
TOUR
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In addition to theultra-wide angle lens youwill also
needa very good tripod. These often seemexpensive to
beginners andhard to justify the expense. Try to think of
this as an essential part of aurora photography, andan
investment in your photographic future.

A good tripodwill be your friend for a very long time,
while a cheap tripodwill lead todisappointment and
blurry photos that undermine your ability to get value
from this tour.

The final bit of kitworth considering are a fewNetural
Density (ND) filters. Againweare happy to chatwith you
before the tour andmake sure youhave suitable gear. A
really strongNDfilter canbeused to create super slow
exposures of the oceanor clouds,while aGraduatedND
canhelpbalance light levels above andbelow the
horizon.

YOURCAMERA
GEAR
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Both Ian andEwen like to emphasis the art
of photography that takes place in the
digital darkroom.

Every dayof this adventurewill allow for
opportunities to discuss, refine and learn
about post-processing techniques.

Pleasebring your laptopand your preferred
processing software. A photo is never
finishedat themoment of the shutter, and
as you learndifferentways toprocess your
images you canalso adjust your technical
approach to the camera accordingly.

POST
CAPTURE
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Weget a LOTof sunshineon these trips, butwe
also get snowandgrey. It’s the Arctic inwinter
after all and theoccasional blizzard justmeans
freshpowder snow thenextmorning. Somedays
maybebleak enough to stay inside to run
sessions onprocessingRAWfiles instead.

Somedays though themoody skies are justwhat
wewant tophotograph. IanRolfe is amaster of
evoking character from those transitions, andhe’ll
share his skill and knowledgeof photographic and
processing techniques to achieve this.

Ewen shoots amore reactive style compared to
Ian, andoffers a blendof editorial andfine art
influences to our travellers. Slow shutters and
passive compositions for example. Ewen loves the
bright and sunnymood, but has adarker side too!

MOODY
WEATHER
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Wehear a lot of fuss about taking cameras into the
Arctic conditions andhow toprepare for the
freezing temperatures. If you’re shootingwith a
modernDSLR camera then youneedno special
equipment,modifications or protection. Snow
brushes offwheneverything is cold, but take care to
avoid itmelting onawarmcamerabody.

Ona recent journey in a colder regionof the Arctic
we spent hourswith our gear shooting the
Northern Lights in -32 temperatures. Noproblems.
Your camerawill go colder than that and still keep
shooting. Your batterieswont last quite as long as
whenwarm, but it’s nodrama. Really.

Headingoutside at night to shoot the aurora does
require that you take care of yourself, and ensure
you keep your feet andfingerswarm. A tripod is
essential anda timer remote is very handy.

CAMERAS
ARECOOL
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Ourphotographic journeys appeal to both the
youngandold, the experiencedandnovice.
Most tours aremadeupof people aged 25 to 65,
andoccasionally older or younger still. It doesn’t
matterwhat your skills and interest in
photography are, youwill enjoy sharing a
creative and immersive experiencewith like
mindedpeople.

You can read feedback frompast travellers,
goingbackover a decade, onphotography tours
by visiting this link below...

ewenbell.com/feedback

WHOTRAVELS
WITHUS?

https://ewenbell.com/feedback
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Dates
February22-March7,2023
February12-25,2024

Price
AU$16,988

GroupSize
Maximumof 8people

Accommodation
Theprice is basedonaccommodation
in cabins andfisherman’s cottages of an
excellent standard. They are essentially
the nicest available accommodation for
our remote regions, andare always
toasty andwarm.

Single Room Included
Thedefault rooming for this tourwill be single
rooms insteadof twin share. Thenature of
fisherman’s cabins inNorwaymeans that there
is usually onebathroomper cabin. A discount is
offered to couples sharing a room too.

Inclusions
• Allmeals are includedandwill be delicious
• All transportationonarrival
• Airport transferswhen travellingwith the group
• Expert tuition from Ian andEwen
• Endless inspiration from the scenery ofNorway

Exclusions
• Your camera gear
• Flights into andout of Tromsø

The itinerary informationmay vary
slightly for your specific departure,
aswe continuously research and
develop each trip. Inclement
weather or other factors outside
our controlmay also necessitate
minor alterations.

THEFINE
PRINT
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February22-March7,2023
February12-25,2024

14days
Max groupof 8
Twin Share: AU$16,988

Hit thewebsite to bookonline. Deposits
are required to confirmyour place and can
bepaid via credit cardor bankdeposit.

ewenbell.com/norway

HOWTO
BOOK

https://ewenbell.com/norway

